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THE BIRTHPLACE OF REV. WALDSCHMIDT 


DILLENBURG, 


Mrs .George Ratneahomtintherins Russell Rathwater)orew 
Bloomingdale,Ind.gratefully. Agnes SEGT, muck: Beet oer 
tance from. the .following :-. « 
To MrssHerbert. H.Matthews of. Findlay ,0. ‘for: preliminary 

research on the Rey. John Waldschmidt and his“son, =; 
Christian Waldschmidt,whose. second wife,Polly Ker 
Custard was: a great, great Aunt of, Mrs.Matthews' 0 & 

To Mr.Peter N.Gresa,of Reinholds,Pa.for a copy of the 
: Rev.J ohennes: Waldgchmiat Memorial. Mr.Grese is as. 

-.. descendant of. Rev.John Waldschmidt thru his son, John 

To Mrs.Velma.Mosller of Columbia City, Ind. for: her 

pictures, concerning, the home of Rev.Waldschmidt,. — any 

She ig a descendant” of Rev.Waldschmidt thru. isitdans 
Catherine pores ot Waldschmidt. mho ett ies f Abraham iy 
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5 Monument Erected by Swamp Reformed Church 


Unveiled end Dedicated 


Sundey, October 17, 1915.Rev. Martin W. Schweitzer,Minister. 


Preface 


After the recular devine worship held on Sundey, August 8, 1915, in Swamp 
Church, formerly "Little Cocalico," Lencaster county, Pa. the Rev. Martin 
W. Schweitzer, pastor, suggested that a monument be erected and unveiled in 
honor of the first pastor of said church (1752-1786), Rev. Jom Waldschmidt 
whose remains lie buried in the old grave-yerd. 


The suggestion was well taken, and it was decided to sppoint a committee to 
errenge for a special historical dedicatory service to be held on Sunday 
October 17, 1915. This committee is also to arrenge a program, solicit funds 
and extend invitetions to all who are interested. Thie booklet is issued 
under the suspices of said committee, and is dedicated to ell the descendants 
end friends who so heertily co-operated to make this event s success. A 


gincere welcome to all. 


Rev. Martin W. Schweitzer, Chsirmen, 

Mrs. Hattie frunner, Member of Berks Co.Historical Society 
Devid Gress, Lineal Descendant, 

A. We Eberly, Treas. of Committee, 

Augustus K. Hartman, Tobias S. Ochs, Secretary, Committee. 


John Weldschmidt was born at Dillenburg, in the county of Nassau, 
Germany, on August 6, 1724. His father was John Henry Waldschmidt, end his 
mother, pls Cone Appollonia, the deughter of the Rev. John Weller, pastor 
in the county of Wittgenstein. They, were married on January 9, 1718, and 
had olght children, of whom John was the fifth. Young Waldschmidt pursued 
his studies first in the Latin school and later in the University at Herborn. 

While Waldschmidt was studying at Herborn, events were taking place 
in Pennsylvania, which prepared the wey for his coming. Michael Schlatter, 
ea Swiss minister, was sent in 1746 by the Snyods of North snd South Holland 
to organize the Reformed congregations of Pennsylvania under the jurisdiction’ 


of the Church of Holland. This comnission was carried out by Schlatter, and 
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on September 29, 1747, four ministers end twenty-eight elders, representing 
twenty congrecations, met in Philadelphia end orgenized there thefC onvention) 
or"Coetus" of the RaPorsed Churches of Pennsylvania". 2 
During hie oarunye. made by Schlatter in the course of the next three years, 
he found that there were no less than 46 Heformed congregations in Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Meryland and Virginia, which were served by only four ordained 
ministers. As no progress was possible under these circumstsndes, unless 
more ministers were eecured, Schlatter returned to Hollend to interest the 
Church of Hollend in sending more ministers to Pennsylvania. 

In the spring of 1751 Schlatter appeared before the two Synods of 
Holland, which listened with great we detadl to his touching story regarding the 
needy condition of the Reformed people of Pennsylvania. His plea for six new 
ministers found a favorable hearing, and, in order to make the undertaking 
possible from a finencial point of view, the Synods sent a petition to the 
States of Holland and West Friesland to grant an annual subvention for the 


work in Pennsylvania. This petition wes granted in August 1751, the States 


of Hollend and West Frieslend voting the sum of 2,000 florins (or $800) annually © 


for a period of five years; and when this grant had expired, it was renewed 


ue 


at three successive occasions. It was this liberal grant of the Dutch government — 


which made it possible for the Church of Holland to send missionaries to 
Pennsylvania. 

Accordingly Schlatter was commissioned by the Synods to visit the chief 
Reformed Universities in Western Germany and Switzerlend, in order to secure six 


young men for Pennsylvania. The Universities visited by him were Herborn, 


Heidelberg, Zurich and Basle. At first a number of men volunteered, but gradually 


they all withdrew, so that it seemed doubtful for awhile whether he would be 


able to succeed in his mission. 
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At last six young men were found in Herborn, with the co-operation of 
the faculty, who expressed their willingness to go to Fennsylvania. They 
were described by Schletter as follows in a letter which he sent from Herborn 
to Hollend, on February 17, 1752, namely: (1) Mr. Otterbein, quiet and pious; 
(2) Mr. Waldschmidt, honest end sincere; (3) Mr. Hensepeter, resolute and 
seeking the good; (4) Mr. Stoy, intelligent and kind-heorted? (5) Mr. Franken- 
feld, taciturn and willing; (6) Mr. Wissler, greatly #ifted and generous. 
At the last moment one of them, Hensepeter, withdrew, having yielded to the 
earnest entreaties of his mother to stsy with her in Nassau. One of the 
professors of the University, Arnoldi, called theese men "the flower of the 
young ministers in the county of Nassau." It wae indeed a great sacréfice for 
the little church of Nassau to give up five of her best men for service in a 
distant land. 

On February 29, 1752, Schlatter started with the five men for Holland by 
way of Dillenburg, where three of the men (Otterbein, Waldschmidt ond Wissler) 


were born. On Merch 9, 1752 the little company reached the Hague, Holland, 


where they appeared before the Deputies of the Synods, en Executive Committee on .. 


Foreign Missions. 

Messrs. Otterbein and Wissler heving already been ordained in Nassau, 
the Deputies pave them their commissions for Pennsylvanie on Merch 13th. 
The other three candidates were examined on March llth in the lansueges (Greek 
end Hebrew) and in theology. The examination was conducted in Letin, as 
they were unable to speak Dutch. In this examination, Stoy excelled; 
Waldechmidt and Frandenfeld pegssed well. They then subscribed the Dutch Creeds, 
the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Cenons of Dort. On the 14th of Morch they | 
were set spart by a solemn service for their work in Fennsylvania. 

Meanwhile a letter had come in, notifying the Deputies that in the county 
of Berg there was another candidate, J.C.Rubel, of Wald, who was willing 


to go. Ile was accepted to fill tl« place of the sixth Nassau candidete, who 
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‘had withdraw. Rubel was examined by the Deputies on April 5th, and, being 
found satisfactory, was also ordained for service in Pennsylvania. Schlatter 
and his party of six ministers left Amsterdam on April 26, 1752. They arrived 
at New York on July 27th. There the missionaries were welcomed by Rev. H. M. 
Muehlenberg, the Petriarch of the Lutheran Church in Pennsylvania, who happened 
to be in New York st that time. Being invited to meet the new ministers, he 
greated them with the words: "Behold, I send you forth sae sheep in the midet 
of wolves; be ye therefore wise es serpents and harmless as doves." 

After the party had reached Pennsylvania, a special meeting of the Coetus 
was called on August 10-13, 1752 at Philadelphia, to assign them to their 
future fields of labor. They were sssigned as follows: Mr. Otterbein to 
Lancester, Mr. Stoy to Cocalico, ialdschmidt es Schletter's assistant in 
Philadelohia, Mr. Rubel to Tulpehocken, Mr. Wissler to Egypt and Heidelberg, 
and Mr. Frenkenfeld to Frederick, Maryland. Later, however, changes became 
necessary, so that Weldschmidt was sent to Cocalico end Stoy to Tulpehocken, 
‘while Rubel stayed in Philddelphia. Waldschmidt was insteslled in his 
congregation by Schlatter on October 22, 1752. According to Waldschmidt's 
own private records his charge consisted at first of "Cocalico, Maddy Creek, 

’ White Osks or Sebastian Reyer's and Seltenreich." As to the identity of these 
congregations it may be said that Cocalico is now Bethany Church at 

Ephreta (formerly one mile south of Ephrata); Muddy Creek still bears the same 
name and is in East Cocalico township; the original White Oeks Church was, 
Recording to the statement of waldgchmidt, at BPs leit Reyer's, which is now 
Zion's Church near S3rickerville in Elizabeth township; and Seltenreich's Church 
is in Esrl township, near New Holland. In the Coetsl minutes of October, 

1752, » petition was presented from the new congregation in White Oaks, while 
at the Coetus held at Cocalico in October, 175%, it wes resolved that "the 
congregation at ‘inite Oeks be combined with the one at Bastian Reyer's and 


be served by Rev. Waldschmidt." This new congregation at White Onke is today 
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-5- 
represented by the Jerusalem Church at Unionville in Penn township. 


When Waldechmidt took charge of these congregations in 1752, their 


” 


strength, es shown et the first comuunion services, wes es follows: es 
At Cocalico, 72 communicants; at Reyer's, 60; at Muddy Creek, 80; at Seltenreich, | 


70. At Muddy Creek he experienced considerable difficulty, as he was opposed 


by an independent preacher, Frederick Casimir Mueller. At the first meeting 


of Coetus which Waldschmidt sttended at Lancaster, October 18-23, 1752 he de- 
clared himself satisfied with all his congregations, except Muddy Creek, where 
Mueller was preaching to a part of the congregation. Coetus advised him to 
continue preaching there until the Lord would remove this obstacle out of his 
way. He reported also that he wes receiving ten pounds salary from each of his ~ 
four éeagreda teats: and that he had ihidbikae be te in all his oharverat iene’ excant 


at White Osks. At the same meeting of Coetus 500 folio Bibles, printed at 


Basle in 1747, and presented by the Classis of Amsterdam to the Reformed Churches, 
were distributed to the various ministers, of which Weldschmidt received 24 


copies. The Basle Bible, presented in 1755 by Schlatter to the Swamp Church, 


is still preserved by the congregation. The meeting of Coetus Held at Lancaster » 
in October, 1752, wae closed with a thenksgiving sermon preached by 
Waldschmidt from Hebr. 12:14. "Follow peace with all men, and holiness 


without which no man shall see the Lord: " It was apparently the only sermon 


he ever preached before the Ooetus. 
1946412 


The year 1753 was one of the most critical in the whole history of the 
Coetus of Pennsylvania. The organization of the Reformed Church, which had been : 


brought ebout with so much pains by Schlatter, wes threatened with dissolution. 


‘ 


The congregations were throm into disorder. The ministers were divided by 


party strife. There were two factions, one béing led by Schlatter, the other | 
4 sy i 


by Weise. The latter contended for Presbyterial representation, while Schlatter 


wie 
Pho 


wished to exclude the elders eat least from some of the sessions. Fortunately 


peace was again restored in the following yeer, when Schlatter left the Qoetus 
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and his attempted reforms were forgotten. Waldschmidt aided in this _ 


struggle with Weiss, es is evident from the fact that he was present at the 


meeting of Coetus held at Goshenhoppen, the home of Weiss, “and at the "Rival 
Coetus," which met in his charge at Cocalico, October 1-12,1753. At the letter ut 


Weldschmidt reports his salary as 25 pounds from Cocalico, Seltenreich and 


Muddy Creek. In the same ycar he is also reported as having purchased a farm 


of one hundred acres. On this farm his home was Teoated! in which he resided 
to the end of his days. 

In the year 1754 Weldschmidt gave up Muddy Creek, probably through the : 
successful opposition of Mueller, who was still presching there. His last 
communion was celebrated by him at Muddy Creek on June 22, 1754. To compensate’ a 
for this loss a new church was built in West Cocalico tomship, at Michael a 
Amweg's, where he administered the first communion May 18, 1755. This is the a 
present Swamp Church. 8ut even in this new church Waldschmidt was not permitted 
to preach for any length, for he records the last communion service there on x 
October 5, 1755. 

In 1756 Rev. William Stoy left Tulpehocken to go to Philadelphia. Hence 
Waldschmidt was asked as the nearest minister to preach at Tulpehocken, and at 
the same time to supply Reading. Revs. Eieger and Otterbein were appointed to 
install him in his new congregation on July 6, 1756. At Reading Waldschmidt 
held fhe first comnunion on October 1, 1756, ‘and in the two Tulpehocken 
congrevations in November of the seme year. At the end of this year (1756) he. tags 
gave up Seltenreich, which wes transferred to Rieger, perhaps with the view of ae 
devoting himself more fully to his new congregations. But he served them only 
two years when Otterbein became their pastor. In 1757 Waldschmidt began to ne 
serve Oacusi (now Hain's Church in Berks county), where he administered the Ry 
first communion on May .15, 1757. “then Rev. Tempelman became blind and was thus, bd 
disabled from further service, “aldschmidt preached in his congregations for about, 


@ yeare At Donégal he celebrated the first’ commun ion on April 6, 1760, fd 


“——Ey AL} meal) & " 3 
ney me i gh , oa 
oP vO Ar heey ee ar, ms a ae wu 

(3 y = yng ee «> es } Sy 


AIRS. era) 38 acta 7a yh a. the 
foneaag naw at os peeks one seit hate b) ra ‘ Fear ¢ oe . 
Aas ‘as ‘ yyy m Ja Di a oe 


is. \; age 
.. fos: 9 ‘gi} ta Sin ccatovl 30. enott ad?) neqaad ned a6, te ‘sie eurtegd Yo 3 


BN ortar edy 4) Rare Mist medocs0 (odhlses® vw en 10's wid at tem de lity a 


ry “Vy : e ve ‘pe 

nb MEA) ohiedibe Ootlasat mort eloped GF es violas olf etacged shia 

ans : : 

ee eme® 9 beeehotma at vate beyroca: omle ef ov tay emee odd at .oteead 

bed ' 

- ‘ if q a 
me bebigat of ooliv wl! (betnoel sew omont oft wiet oid n@ ..eetsg herbal One 


’ - 


a yen: ‘pid to hyve ott. 


Fhe esi? Mauow* yvidadorg leer 9 ybbuli qu.oves thdawionb fel 17 Ll saey ene at Oe 


boar ait gnftioge:g Jif?e san adw grelfexuM To nod, ' teouge lute 
a2 timed 


résacrequuD « Par SS enw mo s6o71) vbbel tae ald Ve Sotesdoleo saw no ; 


[egtlolY tn. .cltfeterot ootlanod feet at +itud aby idoteds wer 5 sel oni 
, | ie 


: ? we 
todd) @F ets COVE. Cf well nolaumaod Setit edd -hevete boieba of etete aig im 
ache 
oy — . & a tite lid 4 , “ap 
rhs s. 2 thfacionb ifaw doris wee els «ai teve THE .fowdd ecustte ¢. 


. “i 
4 f neds soivise gofavemoo Jeal of ebtooen «ff 10k .Gsgnet yo "o'r dosete 


aoe 


“ie ; ie 


wal » bd 
| ra - Peat Ae ~ .. v. -* : i ‘s 
as one: worloebad fA @> Pwd : fagioc ie tad e ipf Vor Gece f £5 %, MMROET EG, , 
P ; rs | > 7 = i 5 = * « ~ site, * 
Slijvas Be? @ ‘Sf a SS oe). ee ne 


- 


“ac OF -NYofataim tastaen esi? as bese saw 


be talogas few akedaaedyy bar teyel ~a2v3h anotbeex cobs ot omld otter ody 
“ a 

. ’ . hie a hg 4 r 
Nat ch tetoes {at aitraeteda: veep aS. a 10° pitas: ade. Wei ie Liste 


’ ‘ P» ° 


“¢ 
; ae ks eines: tows oats yee i eet lee 79865994 0 0 0. Sauamog 


7 ib f +% 2 , f 
“ “ehy te Ke ine 518 itd Soke nny ‘oi + et * te widow | 0 bik to 880; 
. 4 wa -" a ‘ 
{ » 7 » ok : 
4 oP 1s, : ‘ Pye aes: 
iy 'b xe ey elt tio 8¢ ah tog .<igqaith et" Nets stemete ae Visti # megs ow. ov 
3 | ; es Ss 
oe ¥ino met) berries ed 308 veRguitanetynos won off pt yin? orton Blesmid nnttor 


Meee _ ot toned i badoeddaM FETT af, Ye vedpeg, 16H aheosd PPOTT ITE: " 


F oes att nt bedpeenq thtestowb fu! otews tig. aon Ee 
74 Mit zae bad eplaaten, gue. ens saat 


: » A vel y iA ih ly 
mee My ne ru thd g ‘teh spect 7 ; ih ey 45 an 


a 7 ap 
Pa + 4 7 , : 2 sy 
‘a ai LA ; 


and in the Gruben Church near Lebanon (now extinct) on Mey 15, 1760, and at Guitopahille 
(now Hill Church near Annville) on May 18, 1760. In May, 1760 the statistics 
of Waldschmidt were es follows: 50 bavtisms for the year 1759, and 15 catechumens, 
Mrertd We id deni se6 120 members. In October, 1760, Rev. Leydich reported to 
Sootus Brot Waldschmidt's ministry: His churches were satisfied with his 
preaching but wished he might be more diligent in house visitation and more 
careful in his conduct." We cannot tell whether this criticism was really justified 
or whether it must be put down as captious fault-finding in which some people | 
indulge so eagerly. When in the next year Rev. Stoy acted as Visitor of the 
churches, he reported that Cocalico and White Oaks were "tolerably well satis- 
fied with Rev. Waldschmidt." The personality of the visitor hed evidently much 
to do with the judgment. 
The year 1762 wes remarkable in the ministry of Waldschmidt, because in it 
he gave up all his original congregations, whose pastor he had become in 1752. 
Thus he celebrated his last communion at Reyer's on September 19, 1762. He was 
then pastor of Cacush only and of Reading, where he preached occasionally between 
1762-1765. | of 
In 1765 he began to serve several new congregations, first Epler's Church rs 
in Ferne township, Berks county, where he celebrated the first Soamunion March 
17, 1765. In September of the same year he also took the old Berne Church for 
pbout two yeers, end finally he became wipes more the pastor of the church at 
Michael Amweg's, or the Swamp Church, in West Cocalico township, celebrating 
at the last plece the first communion on April 14, 1765. T° he had again with 
Cacusi four congregations. In January 1767, he yf to preach in a new 
congregation, at Allegheny in Brecknock township, Berks County. These Five 
convregations were more than he could well take care of, hence he dropped Berne in ate 
17€6, and Cacusi complained in 1771 of being neglected by him. As a result he 


resi:ned Cacusi, which was joined to the Reading charge. The remaining three 
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 goagregations, Epler, Allegheny end Swemp (called Little Gocalico in the wry 


~S~ 


ee Coetus Minutes), remained faithful to him to the end of his life. A 
| ee. 

After 1771 Waldschmidt retired almost completely from the meetings of the) = 

Coetus. Hé had never been prominent in its officiel labors. He had only once 


been its secretary, in 1758, but he had never taken a prominent part in its 
deliberetions. After 1771 he never made a statistical report about his ministerial 


lebors, except once in 1785, when he was present sand gave the statistics, most 


likely orally, to the secretary. After 1773 he was never present at the 


meetings of the Coetus, except twice, in 1782 end 4n 1785, when they were 


held near his home in Resding. But in his congregations he remained active 


almost to the very last. The last communion service recorded in his record 
took place in Allegheny Church on October 23, 1785. The last baptism was 
performed by him on September 12, 1786. He died two deys later. 

One of his sons entered the following statement regarding his father's 


death into the record: 


aN 


"God the Almighty called our dear father out of this world to Himself 
into a blissful eternity, on the fourteenth of September 1786, between nine 
and ten o'clock in the forenoon. On the fifteenth of September, in the 


afternoon et two o'clock, his remains were committed to the grave. The Rev. 


. Mr. Boas preached the funeral sermon from Psalm 73%; 23-24 "Nevertheless I em 


‘continually with thee; thou’ has holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide me with 


thy counsel, end afterward receive me to glory." God grant that we all be 
untted with him, Amen." | 

"The tombstone was erected Oct. 6, 1787. It cost 7.12 shillings." 

A circumstance in connection with his tombstone happened about six years 
later, which was thought very singular, and which is not only traditionally 


remembered in our neighborhood, but we find a record of it in the church book. 
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Cna Sunday, June 1793, while a large congregation was assembled in the 
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church, listening to the Word of God, end when the winds were quiet, the 
tombstone of Rev. “Waldschmidt suddenly broke off at the top and fell flat 
upon the tomb. Meny gaw it and all heard it fall. The wonder in connection 


with this event was vastly increased in the minds of the people by the fact 


that Mrs. Waldschmidt, who was demented long before, and had not spoken a word 


for yeers, began to speak again with others on thet seme day. 
The tombstone has a German inscription, of which the following is a 
literal translation: 


"God alone be glory! 

Here rests in God the Reverend 

Johannes Waldschmidt. 

Born August 6, 1724. 

Ordained for the Ministry 1752. 
(Here is the break) 

Died September 14, 1786. 

Aged 62 years, 5 weeks, 4 days." 


John Waldschmidt's Perents, Children and Grandchildren. 


John Henry Waldschmidt. 


married: Christina Appollonia, daughter of Rev. John Weller, pastor in 
Wittgenstein, on January 17, 1718, at Dillenburg. 
(Children born at Dillenburg) 
1. David, born Nov. 8, 1718; baptized Nov. 11, 1718 
2. Susanne Elizabeth, born December 23, 1719; baptized Dec. 28, 1719. 


» 3. Jost William, born September 26, 1721, baptized Oct. 2, 1721 
4. Jom Henry, born August 23, 172%; baptized Sept. 2, 1723 


5. Jom, born Aug. 6, 1724; baptized Aug. 12, 1724 


6. John Adam, born Sept. 9, 1726, baptized Sept. 16, 1726 


7- Anna Catharine, born Dec. 20, 1728; baptized Jan. 3, 1729 
8. Anthony, born Merch 21, 1731; baptized Merch 29, 17231. 


5= John Waldschmidt. 


Born at Dillenburg, Aug. 6, 1724 

Died at Swamp, Lencaster county, September 14, 1786 

Buried at Swamp Church, September 15, 1786 

Ordained for the ministry, March 14, 1752 

Installed pastor of the Cocalico charge, Oct. 22, 1752 

Merried: Marie Elisabeth, daughter of Christian Grub, married by Rev. 
William Otterbein, Mey 14, 1754. She was born March 17, 1733, died July 12, 


Children 


1803. 
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2. Willien, born October 9, 1791, bantized November 6, 1791 by Rev. Ammann 


~10~ 


Children-Rev.John, Merie Eliz.Weldschmidt. 


Ay. yom Chriatien, born March 23, 1755, baptized March 29, 1755 | pene 
* 2. Soasnne “Elizabeth, born April 26, 1756; baptized May 8, 1736. ae ue 


done Christine, born July 14, 1759, baptized Aug. 1, 1759 aes 


A 4. Catharine Margaret, born Jenuary 10, 1762; baptized Jen. 21, 1762 
BS Jom, born Feb. 12, 1765, baptized March 20, 1765 

| @. Anna Meria, born April 3, 1767, baptized May 10, 1767 

ihe 17. Billiam Jacob, born June 30, 1769; baptized Aug. 25, 1769. 


Third Generation ~ 


1- John Christian Waldechmidt. (went to Hamilton Co.Ohio) 


born March 23, 1755, in Swamp 
Died (1814 - buried Camp Dennison, Ohio, Hamilton Co.) 
Married: August 15, 1780, Cethsarine Bollender, deughter of Peter Bollender; 


married by Rev. Wm. Boas 


Children - 
1. Catherine Elizabeth, born Sept. 16, 1781, baptized Oct. 7, 1781. 
2. Peter, born June 8, 1783, baptized June 29, 178% 
al Anna ifaria, born May 14, 1786; baptized June 5, 1786. 
(Senkiting children listed in History of 
Camp Dennison, Ohio, 1796-1956.) 


2=- Susanne Elizabeth Waldschmidt. 


born Apriitr26}0}] 75662 . 
Died ‘ 
Merried: September 4, 1782, John Schmeider, a Hessian, from the 
principality of Ziegenheim. Rev.Boas married them in 
Reading. (Children - names not known) 


3. Anna Christina Waldschmidt 


born July 14, 1759 
Died In Hamilton Co. Ohio (came with John Christian to Camp Dennison) 
Henry Keller, Christian's bookkeeper. 

Married; August 15, 1780, Henry Keller, son of Martin Keller. Married by Rev. Boas. 

(Names children not know) Some descendents live & 

Milford, Ohio. 

(Notes about Camp Dennison part of history 
added by Katherine Rainwater, descendent of Christian) 


4. Catharine Margaret Waldschmidt 


born Jenuary 10, 1762 
died 
Uerried: Nobember 21, 1786, Abraham Hassler, son of Abraham Hassler. iat at 


1. Jom, born Aug. 26, 1787; baptized Sept. 30, 1787 by Rev. Boas. 
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5- J ohn Waldschmidt ee oe oe a pala aie a 
fo Weteaary 12, 1765 g 
batt Merch 11, 1829 - according to "Fathers of Keformed Church," "Jom lived 
_ on his father's farm. 
eRe December 19, 1786, Susenna Hassler, daughter of Abraham Hassler? et 
Be? She was born Oct. 17, 1765, died Sept. 28, 181%. pea 


children te 
1. Catherine, born Oct. 27, 1788, baptized Dec. 7, 1783 by Rev. Boas eu! 
- 2. Susonna, born June 13, 1791, baptized June 26 by Rev. Ammann; 

died June 26, 1791 
3. Christina, born August 30, 1792, baptized Sept. 2%, 1792 by Rev. Wilms. 
4, Berbera, born July 15, 1795; baptized Aug. 9, 1795, by Rev. Wilms. ih 
5. Elisabeth, born Oct. 12, 1797, baptized Oct. 25, 1797 by Rev. O.Wilms. ve 
6. John, born Nov. 9, 1799, baptized Jan. 11, 1800, by Rev. C. Wilms. 
7 Susanna, born June 17, 1805; baptized July 1, 1805 by Rev. 0. Helffenstein. 
8 Williem, born Dec. 28, 1809; baptized Feb. i, 1810 by Keb. Faber. 


6- Anna Meria Waldschmidt 


born April 4, 1767 

Died 

Married; December 7, 1790, David Gring, son of Gottfried Gring; 
married by Kev. Boas. 


1. John, born Jenuary 27, 1793, baptized March 10, 179%, by Rev. Boas. 
died in infancy. ; 
2. Jom, born March 15, 1801 ' au ; 
3%. Daniel, born Feb. 8, 1811. (Two sons were Reverends-according to 
"Fathers of Reformed Church) 


7 - Williem Jacob Waldschmidt. 


born June 40, 1769 
Died 
Married March 6, 1787,Berbara Hassler, daughter of Abresham Hassler 


children 
1. Jom, born Jenusry 13s 17388; baptized March 23, 1788 by Rev. Boas. 
2. Anna Barbara, born March 25, 1790; baptized April 22, 1790; died Apr.22, 1791. 
z 


5. Elizabeth, born Mey 16, 1791; baptized May 24, 1791 be Rev. Conrad Almenn 

4. Anna Maria, born May 4%, 1794: baptized June 15, 1794 by Rev.Christian Wilms. 
5. William, born Sept. 24, 1796, bept. Nov. 20,1796; died in infancy 

6. William, born Aug. 30, 1800; baptized Dec. 14, 1300 

Married: Maria, daughter of Caspar Dill, Feb. 2%, 1808 


Among some of the living descendants today are (1915) Rev. Ambrose Gring, of 
Cambridge, Mass, the first missionary of the Reformed Church to Japan; Judge J. B. 
Hassler, Lancaster, Po. Judge W.eA.Devor, Ashland, Ohio; Gen.John Roller, Harrison~ 
burg, Va. David Trittle, County Commissioner, Chambersburg, Pa. and others in the 
neighborhood. 
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When the first Reformed services were held in the present Lancaster Count 


the county itself was not yet in existence. It was still a part of Chester 
County, out of which Lancaster county wes formed in 1729. ‘he ereation of the 
county wes preceded by the erection of Conestoga tormship, which took place 
in 1718. It was somerteea of all territory west of the Octararo Creek to ee 
the Conestoga Creek. Northward it seems to have extended as far as the . 
regent limits of the county. . ie 

In this district:the first large settlement of Europeans was meade in | 
1709. They were Mennonites from Switzerland. During the next decades French 
Huguenots, Scotch Irish, English Quekers, Welsh Episcopalians and Germans 
arrived in lerge numbers. In 1718 the tax list shows about 70 German taxpayers 
in the township. Their number increased largely during the next ten years so 
thet the Rev. Jom Fhilip Boehm could write in 1730: "In this district of 
Conestoga a lerge number of German Reformed people live, scattered over an | fig 
area of more then twenty miles." 

The beginnings of Reformed worship in the Conestoga valley are described 
in a letter which was sent to the Synods of North and South Holland on February 13, - 
173%. In it the writer makes the following statement: 

ake sarch in Cenastoka had its origin in the year 1725, with a small gathering 
in private houses here and there, with the reading of a sermon, with singing and 
prayer, according to the German Reformed Church order, on all Sundays and 
holidays, but, for want of a minister, without the administration of Holy Baptism 
and the Lord's Supper. | | 

The reader of these sermons and the leader of the people in these first 


Reformed services in Lancaster county was John Conrad Tempelman, a pioneer tailor 


from Heidelberg, Germany, who after the year 1721 hed come to Pennsylvania. He 


must be regarded es the founder of the Reformed Church in Lancester County. © 
John Fhilip Soehm (a leyman) ministered to the people of Conestoga for 


a time, 
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-  Adnterrupted by ths errivel of the first ordained minister of the Reformed 


' Church. For Boehm, like Tempelmsn, was a laymen. He had been a schoolmaster 


a ee 


After Boehm had visited Conestoga hardly a few times, his minietry was 


in floras, Germany. The new minister was the Rev. J. George Michael Weise, who 
arrived in Philadelphia on Sept. 18, 1727. | 
After Boehm, who finelly wes ordained, he was suceeded by the Rev. John 
Peter Miller. He made his home sat Tulpehocken in Berks Co. He preached until 
1733, ond in 1774 went over to the Seventh Dey Dunkards. In 1743 a Rev. Jacob 
Lischy csme to Pe. under the auspices of the Morevian Church. He wished to 
organize all Germen Church under the Moravain Church, but it couldn't be done. 
However, he preached to about 10 different churches ~ Berne, Heidelberg, Blue 
Mountain in Berks, to Swatars and Quitopahilla in Lebanon, to Muddy Creek, 
Cocalico, Donegal and Yhite Oaks in Lancaster, and to Vincent in Chester Co. 
In 1746, Templeton became pastor at Muddy Creek, Conegal, Cocalico, 
White Oskse, and Seltenreich. Templeton remained until he was relieved by the 


Rev. John Waldschmidt. 
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On Moy 22, 1755, William Penn deeded a tract of land called "Swemp Church Ground" 


to the Calvinists (Reformed congregation). A lot building was erected as @ 
place of worship in the present old d¢emetery near where the remsins of Waldschmidt 
are buried. 

The ministry of John Waldschmidt was of great importance for these con- 
grerations, for he was not only the first well-trained minister whom the 
congregation had secured, but also the first resident pastor who could minister 


to the spiritual needs of his people. 


In 1765 Johm Waldschmidt became once more the pastor of the Swamp congregation. 


In 1765 65 communicants, April 1779, 80 communicants, May 1784 62 communicants, 


’ and April 24, 1785, 46 communicants. The second ministry of Yaldschmidt 


extended over 21 years, and ended et his death in Sept. 1786. 
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